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masses of them, with little regard, as I apprehend, to dis-
crimination. Two very valuable articles, I am sure, we have
lost, which were two quarto volumes, containing a full, fair,
and most particular account of his own life, from his earliest
recollection. I owned to him, that having accidentally seen
them, I had read a great deal in them; and apologizing for
the liberty I had taken, asked him if I could help it. He
placidly answered, 'Why, Sir, I do not think you could have
helped it.' I said that I had, for once in my life, felt half an
inclination to commit theft. It had come into my mind to
carry off those two volumes, and never see him more. "Upon
my inquiring how this would have affected him, 'Sir, (said
he,) I believe I should have gone mad.5
During his last illness, Johnson experienced the steady and
kind attachment of his numerous friends. Nobody was more
attentive to him than Mr Langton. And I think it highly to
the honour of Mr Windham, that his important occupations
as an active statesman did not prevent him from paying
assiduous respect to the dying Sage, whom he revered.12 Mr
Langton informs me, that, *one day he found Mr Burke and
four or five more friends sitting with Johnson, Mr Burke said
to him, "I am afraid, Sir, such a number of us may be op-
pressive to you." "No, Sir, (said Johnson,) it is not so; and
I must be in a wretched state, indeed, when your company
would not be a delight to me." Mr Burke, in a tremulous
voice, expressive of being very tenderly affected, replied,
"My dear Sir, you have always been too good to me." Im-
mediately afterwards he went away. This was the last cir-
cumstance in the acquaintance of these two eminent men.*
The following particulars of his conversation, within a
few days of his death, I give on the authority of Mr John
Nichols: -
He said, three or four days only before his death, speaking
of the little fear he had of undergoing a chirurgical opera-
tion, "I would give one of these legs for a year more of life,
I mean of comfortable life, not such as that which I now
suffer;" - and lamented much his inability to read during
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